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NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
THAT THE ANNUAL ASSEMBLY OF THE 
PARISH COUNCIL WILL BE HELD IN THE 

VILLAGE HALL 

AT 8PM - TUESDAY 10TH APRIL 2018 

For the transaction of the following business: 

1. To receive observations from Trafford Council. 

2. To consider resolutions of which written notice 

has been given. 

3. To receive a presentation:  

“They said it couldn’t be done”,   

(How broadband was brought to Dunham Massey) 

Ray Adams, Voneus Ltd 

4. To deal with any other business raised by a local 

government elector for this Parish. 

All welcome. 
 
Philippa Pennington, Chairman, Dunham Massey Parish Council 
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
Dear Parish Electors, 

This is my 1st Newsletter report and it is my pleasure to be able to talk about 
some of the highlights and challenges the Parish Council have encountered in 
the last 12 months.  The Parish Council meet every 2nd Tuesday of every 
month, they are open meetings, everyone is welcome to join us.  The 
agendas are posted on the notice boards around the village and there is also 
a website for Dunham Massey Parish Council hosted by Trafford Council, 
where the agenda and minutes of the meetings can be found.  The meetings 
are the best place to keep up to date with matters arising, or for issues to be 
discussed, so please come and join us. 

 

We continue to work closely with our local Trafford Councillors – Karen 
Barclay, Michael Hyman and Sean Anstee, who continue to attend our 
meetings on a regular basis, providing us with advice and support with issues 
that are raised. 

Our relationship with the National Trust continues to grow from strength to 
strength and they continue to play a key role across the parish and have 
supported the Parish Council and the village on a whole in many ways this 
year including a fabulous evening in the garden which was enjoyed by all 
those that attended and for which we are very grateful. 

 

There are still the usual ongoing challenges of pot holes, fly tipping, flooding, 
verges, leaves on pavements, all of which can be reported to Amey -the 
company that provide the infrastructure for Trafford-online at My Trafford 
and we encourage you to do this, the more reporting the better! 
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The greatest success this year is the installation of superfast broadband, and 
hopefully by the time you are reading this it will have been switched on.  
James Bushell reported in the last newsletter about the challenges of 
bringing high speed broadband to the village, and following on from the work 
that was put into the project over the last few years, a subgroup was set up 
to find the best provider.  The procurement process was very time consuming 
and lengthy for all involved, but we feel that the best company for the job 
was found.  The process that DMPC and Warburton PC have gone through to 
secure the contract has also helped in other local areas that experienced 
poor speeds.  I’m certainly looking forward to experiencing faster download 
speeds and the myth that is Netflix!   

With thanks to the National Trust’s support, we have been able to change the 
Clearway signs along Charcoal Road.  After a few false starts with the signs, it 
appears that we are finally starting to win the parking war.  We are aware 
that there are some areas of the village that are suffering with bad parking in 
front of their homes, and we continue to try to come up with a solution for 
this.  It was positive that a plan of action was decided to combat problem 
parkers whether it involved 101 for those whose access is blocked or the 
emergency traffic wardens, and its great to see so many people willing to pick 
up the phone on a clear day to combat a major issue. 

There are still some big issues that plague us, such as speeding and I’m sure 
some of you will have noticed that our “smiley sign” has not been in much 
use recently.  The reason for this is that we are restricted to positioning and 
are awaiting confirmation of where it can be placed.  We are not allowed to 
hang it on any lampposts or sign posts, we are being provided a pole for it to 
be mounted onto, however we have been told that we cannot position the 
pole on Council land.  As you can imagine this is quite a challenge – please let 
us know if you feel that you may be able to help us overcome this challenge 
and have the perfect position for it to be displayed, until then we shall 
continue to work with our Trafford Councillors to be able to identify the right 
positioning. 
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We also have a challenge on Woodhouse Lane where the road narrows past 
the houses on the bad bend.  The residents are currently working with us and 
the Trafford Councillors to come up with a solution to improve safety for 
both pedestrians and drivers following a couple of nasty incidents which have 
occurred on the road in the last couple of months.  It is an issue that I’m sure 
everyone that has ever driven along that stretch of road will appreciate, but 
its most frustrating for the residents in the houses, and we will do everything 
we can to continue to support them and ensure that a solution is reached. 

Not organised via DMPC but big thanks to all those that have been given up 
their time and have been out litter picking and helping Dunham stay looking 
beautiful.  This extends to those that have joined in on the WhatsApp 
arranged days or those that simply do it as part of their daily routine.  
Everyone in the village appreciates the work and time that is put into it. 

And last, but certainly not least, a huge thank you to Tracy Carr for following 
in the WI’s footsteps and organising the Millennium Flower bed planting and 
maintenance.  Tracey and her team worked so hard and the flower bed 
looked absolutely stunning.   

A special mention and thank you to the National Trust for the donation of a 
huge amount of plants and flowers, it was a great honour to be able to 
display them in the flower bed.  

 

Many thanks to everyone for all your support 

 

Philippa Pennington 
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Council Meetings 

Council Meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday of every month (except 
August) at 8pm in the small meeting room at Dunham Massey Village 
Hall (use the side door for entry).  All residents are welcome. There is a 
regular item in the agenda for residents to raise any issues with the 
Council for consideration. If you would like to raise an issue or have a 
query, please also contact The Clerk or any Councillor who can 
support your query. 

Minutes from the meetings are published on the Trafford website, along 
with Financial and other information, at www.traffordparishes.gov.uk 

 

What is the Parish Council? 

Your council is a corporate body, a legal entity separate from that of its 
members. Its decisions are the responsibility of the whole body. The 
council has been granted powers by Parliament including the important 
authority to raise money through taxation (the precept) and a range of 
powers to spend public money. 

Your council is an elected body in the first tier of local government.  
Local councils have the legal power to take action, but they have very 
few duties and great freedom to choose what action to take. The Parish 
Council can influence other decision makers and help to deliver 
services to meet local needs. 
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What powers and duties does the 
Parish Council have? 

Parish councils have a variety of powers and duties, all of which impact 
directly on the community. 

The following lists items which fall under the remit of local 
councils in general.  In some cases the duties have been taken on 
by Trafford MBC, but in all cases the Parish Council is there to 
help your voice be heard: 

· Allotments  
· Burial Grounds, Cemeteries, Churchyards and Crematoria  
· Bus Shelters  
· Bye-laws – the power to make bye-laws concerning: baths and washhouses 
(swimming pools), cycle parks, mortuaries and pleasure grounds  
· Clocks – public clocks can be provided and must be maintained  
· Community Centres, Conference Centres, Halls, Public Buildings  
· Drainage – of ditches and ponds  
· Entertainment and the Arts  
· Footpaths  
· General Spending – parish councils can spend a limited amount of money on 
anything they deem of benefit to the community that is not covered by the 
other specific responsibilities described in this list  
· Gifts – parish councils may accept gifts  
· Highways – lighting, parking places, right to enter into discussions about new 
roads and road widening, consent of parish council required for diversion or 
discontinuation of highway, traffic signs and other notices, tree planting and 
verge maintenance  
· Land – acquisition and sale of  
· Legal proceedings – power to prosecute and defend any legal proceedings in 
the interests of the community, power to take part in any public enquiry  
· Litter - provision of litter-bins and support for any anti-litter campaigns  
· Planning – parish councils must be notified of, and display for residents, any 
planning applications for the area. Any comments submitted to the planning 
authority by the parish council must be taken into account  
· Postal and Telecommunication Facilities – power to pay a public 
telecommunications operator any loss sustained in providing services in that 
area  
· Public conveniences – provision and maintenance of public toilets  
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· Recreation – provision of recreation grounds, public walkways, pleasure 
grounds, open spaces, village greens, gymnasiums, playing fields, holiday 
camps and boating ponds  
· Rights of Way – footpath and bridleway maintenance  
· Seats (public)  
· Signs – danger signs, place names and bus stops signs  
· Tourism – financial contributions to any local tourist organisations allowed  
· Traffic Calming  
· War Memorials  
· Water Supply – power to utilise stream, well or spring water and to provide 
facilities for general use 
 

 

Community Grants 

The Parish Council has a small grants scheme which offers grants to 
recognised “not for profit” community groups.  Applications can be made for 
any purpose which will be of clear benefit to residents of Dunham Massey.  
Applications for grants should be made using the application form which can 
be obtained from the Clerk. 

Grants are also available from the Manchester Airport Community Trust 
Fund.  The Trust will support eligible charitable projects that have a 
community, social or environmental focus.  Details and application forms can 
be found at “manchesterairport.co.uk/CommunityTrustFund” 
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Planning 

The Parish Council receives and comments on planning and licensing 
applications which have been submitted to Trafford Council for 
developments within the area.  These include house extensions, 
diversification of farms, change of use of buildings, and any 
development which will impact on residents or the environment. 

The Parish Council will always object to retrospective planning 
applications, ie when a construction is started before a planning 
application is submitted.  This procedure is time-consuming and 
wearisome for both applicant and Council.  

Details of all Planning Applications can be found on the Trafford 
Council website.  A weekly list is issued and can be found at 
https://tinyurl.com/traffordplanninglist.  This is also publicised in local 
newspapers.  Comments on particular Planning Applications should be 
sent to the Trafford Planning Department, however you are always 
welcome to discuss the application in person at any Parish Council 
Meeting.   

Highway Issues 

Highway repairs and maintenance is carried out by Amey on behalf of 
Trafford.  The Trafford website has a large “Report It” section where 
issues can be reported.  Navigate to the sections dealing with 
highways issues, and follow the instructions. You will be given a 
reference number for each reported issue.  If you email a copy of this 
to the Clerk then we will be able to follow up with Amey and Trafford if 
necessary.  

 
Issues can also be reported using the “FixMyStreet” app, or online at 
www.fixmystreet.com.   
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DUNHAM WATCH 

Dunham Watch is a WhatsApp group set up in 2015 as an 
alternative to traditional neighbourhood watch meetings and is 
to be used only for urgent crime or safety related messages. Due 
to the geographical size of Dunham and the number of people 
living here it is the fastest means of spreading alerts if there are 
any suspicious or concerning incidents in the village. The 
WhatsApp members can also call for help if needed.  The group 
currently has 113 members and membership is open to anyone 
living in the village so we would love to hear from you. 

All you need is a mobile phone that will run the WhatsApp app. 

There are also weekly police email reports that are forwarded to 
members regarding burglaries in the Altrincham area. 

DUNHAM LIFE 

With 96 members Dunham Life is the social offspring of 
Dunham Watch. It is a separate WhatsApp group which was 
created because users of Dunham Watch liked having the ability 
to reach villagers with information quickly and easily, but 
wanted to avoid diluting the impact of the Watch messages 
which are for more serious matters. 

Dunham Life allows users to distribute news about the more 
social aspects of village life, such as events in the village hall, 
pubs etc. and general questions such as where to find a gardener 
etc. 
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DUNHAM LOST AND FOUND 

As the name implies, this WhatsApp group is to help find 
anything missing in the village; missing pets is the most popular 
category.  It was set up by members of Dunham Life and 
Watch, and with 66 members across the village has been 
enormously successful in reuniting pets with their owners. 

To be added to any of the Dunham Watch, Dunham Life, or 
Dunham Lost and Found groups, or to receive the weekly police 
emails, please contact : 

Tracy Carr   07795 574655   tcgables@hotmail.co.uk 
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VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

Dunham Massey Village Hall Committee exists to manage and maintain the 
property which was left in Trust to the community by the late Lord Stamford 
60 years ago. It is comprised of officers and representatives from the various 
organisations within the community. 

The Village Hall continues to provide a home and facilities to accommodate 
the various organisations hosting their meetings and activities throughout 
the calendar. 

As well as our traditional events such as the Rose Queen Crowning, Car Boot 
sale, Produce Show and various social nights, our Hall provides for Birthday 
parties, Anniversaries, etc, and features as an important hub of our 
Community. 

In addition to attending to the ever demanding maintenance requirements of 
the fabric of our historic building, we have over recent times made significant 
improvements in the form of new chairs curtains and decoration etc., and in 
January this year had the dated suspended ceiling replaced together with 
modern attractive integral lighting. It is our intention to effect further 
improvements over the coming months by re-furbishing the floor areas, 
making it a Hall to be proud of and an important asset to Dunham Massey. 

Our meetings take place on the first Tuesday of each month and anyone 
interested in assisting at any of our events (our Car Boot sale in particular) 
can contact the Chairman or Secretary. 

John Brooks (Chair)     0161 941 6738        jebrooks@talktalk.net 
Sue Bailey        0161 928 0309         sueb@utilitywarehouse.org.uk 

 
For all bookings, contact: 
Andrew Bushell 0161 948 3909 
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THE FRIENDSHIP CLUB 
The Friendship Club promotes a warm and happy place where 
members can meet and enjoy a friendly chat, refreshments, and an 
entertaining/informative talk by a dedicated speaker.   

The Club was started by the WRVS over 30 years ago, and it is still run 
as a non-profit making organisation under the auspices of the RVS 

The Club meets at 2.30pm on the first Wednesday of each month at 
the Village Hall, excluding January and August.  The first Wednesday 
in September is the annual outing for members, and a Christmas meal 
is enjoyed by all who wish to attend in December. 

The Club is open to all.  Cost is £1.30 per visit to cover the cost of the 
talk and refreshments.  We have recently started a new Facebook 
page which is a new venture for us, and we are delighted to have the 
use of two recently donated iPads and a wheelchair in the Village Hall. 

Talks for this year include: 

Life in Dunham Massey- memories of Gina and Ron 
Hutchinson 
Living in Japan 
The work of the North West Air Ambulance 
Dunham Massey, Warburton and Lymm – a talk by 
local author and guide book publisher Keith Warrender 

 
Sheila Bloor  01925 756699  sheilabloor@gmail.com 
Eileen   01925 755052 
Margaret  01925 755348 
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WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 

Dunham Massey Women's Institute is the oldest WI in Cheshire and our first 
President was Lady Stamford.  In 2019 we will celebrate our 100th 
anniversary, and we have an exciting programme of activities planned to 
mark this special occasion. 
 
We meet on the second Wednesday of the month at 7.30pm in the 
Village Hall, new members and visitors are always welcome. 
 
Please visit our website at www.dunhammasseywi.org.uk to view our 
programme for the year ahead and to see what kind of activities we do.  
You can also find us on Facebook. 
 
Whether you would just like to have a cup of tea and a chat, or if you 
want to participate in our Activities, you can contact us by phone or 
email:  
 
Janet Stockley  0161 283 6243  
Sue Bullen   01565 734960 
dunhammasseywi@outlook.com 
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ROSE QUEEN 

The Rose Queen Festival is a traditional annual event which has run for 
over 50 years, bringing the village community and local groups together. 
The Rose Queen committee organises the day which involves a 
procession followed by a summer fete. As this year’s Rose Queen is on 
May 19th we are adopting a Royal theme and will be having The Dunham 
Rose Queen and Posh Hats Garden Party to tie in with the Royal Wedding 
on the same day. We would love to see you all joining us for this joint 
Royal celebration. 
 
The procession will start at 1.45pm Dunham Massey Hall on Saturday 19th 
May and for a brief period School lane will be closed whilst the brass band, 
Morris dancers, vintage tractors, decorated bikes, fancy dress and Rose 
Queen retinue walk to the village hall. At 3pm this year's Rose Queen and 
Rose Bud will be crowned.  In addition to the stalls and games, there will 
be plenty of food and drink from the WI, Little Heath Farm, Dunham 
Massey Ice Cream and Dunham Brewery.  
 
As an organisation, the Rose Queen committee not only co-ordinates the 
day, but also runs a programme of social and charity events throughout 
the year for both adults and children.  
On 24th March there is a Band Night for the adults and throughout the year 
we have a number of very popular childrens’ discos. 
 
We are always looking for new members to join us and you will be made 
very welcome! There are no rules or regulations about who can & can't join 
in. So whether you've lived in Dunham Massey for 50 years or 5 minutes 
please get involved, whether it's helping out on the committee, assisting 
with running a stall or just visiting on the day 
 
For any further information about the Rose Queen, joining the parade or 
helping with any future events please call Samantha Halsall on  07977 
165667 or follow Dunham Massey Rose Queen on Facebook or 
@DunhamRoseQueen on Twitter.  
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LAWN TENNIS CLUB 

The Dunham Massey Lawn Tennis Club is 
situated at the junction of Charcoal Road 
and Woodhouse Lane.  The club is open to 
all residents of Dunham Massey.  We also 
welcome members of other tennis clubs 
who would like to come and try playing on 
grass.  
 
The Tennis Club was founded in 1920 by servicemen returning from 
World War I who wanted to provide recreational facilities for Dunham 
Massey residents. In a demonstration of personal commitment, which 
has been mirrored by members throughout the Club's history, these 
men cleared a copse, dug out roots, and levelled and seeded the land 
in order to create two grass courts. 
 
The first net posts were funded by the Army Canteen Fund, and the net 
donated by Lord Stamford - the owner of Dunham Massey. But it was 
not until 1939 that the Club got its first pavilion, again built by its 
members. 
 
A regular social tennis night is held every Wednesday throughout the 
summer (weather permitting of course).   
 
http://www.dunhamtennis.com/ 
Sue Bailey (Membership & Marketing)   

0779 525 1524 / 0161 928 0309 
Edward Davies (Chair)   edward@gluedfilms.com 
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DUNHAM THESPIANS 

Dunham Thespians is a non-profit amateur dramatic society 
founded in 1922 and now performing two plays a year.  We 
mainly do comedies and murder mysteries, but have also tackled 
the likes of Shakespeare, Coward and Wilde.  All members are 
volunteers; there are no membership fees. 
 
 
Readings and meetings are commonly undertaken at Red House 
Farm and all rehearsals and performances take place at the 
Village Hall. 
 
Rehearsal nights are Monday and Thursday, from 7.45pm to 
10pm.  Productions are typically the last week of April, and the 
last week of November, with rehearsals taking place twice a 
week for three months leading up to the play.  Plays run for four 
nights, from Wed - Sat, with the dress rehearsal taking place on 
the Mon before. 
 
Everyone is welcome to join: any age or experience.  There are 
plenty of roles for all, both behind the scenes and on stage. 
 
Martin Clare (Chairman) 
07789 171 337 
info@dunhamthespians.org.uk 
 

Tickets - 07942 823 600 or book online: 
www.dunhamthespians.org.uk 
facebook.com/DunhamThespians  

@dunhamthespians 
 

  



Page 21 of 28 

MEN’S BREAKFAST 

Dunham MB has been running since February 2013.  We have 
had a wide range of speakers on a range of diverse subjects.  
We have a raffle for a bottle or two and the proceeds are donated 
to a charity as directed by our Speaker. The emphasis is on 
providing a friendly forum where members can meet up and have 
a chat and share a joke and listen to a talk that usually has a 
message or prompts reflection - albeit in an informal setting. 
  
We meet on the 4th Saturday monthly, excluding July and 
August, at 8am at the Axe & Cleaver pub who prepare a hearty 
breakfast.  A nominal £5 donation covers the food plus the tea 
and coffee that is served prior to and during the meal.  We 
usually have between 30 and 40 gentlemen attending MB each 
month. 
  
Recent and Forthcoming events: 
 
Sat 24th March John Parry – Memories of Lymm 
Sat 21st April Tom Priestner - TBA 
Sat 26th May Leslie McEvoy - TBA 
 
Peter   0161 980 0808 peter@stocktonandevans 
Ray   0161 929 5900     
Alan    0161 928 3120 
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YOUNG FARMERS’ CLUB  

What happens at the YFC? 

Altrincham Young Farmers organises a wide range of events 
throughout the year.  Events include sports, art, cooking, handicraft, 
knowledge, drama and agricultural based competitions.   

We have Football, Netball, Hockey teams and also compete in Tennis, 
Cricket, Rounders, Waterpolo, Dodgeball, Squash, Table Tennis and 
Clay Pigeon Shooting throughout the year. We also take part in many 
other events such as the Junior Quiz, Debate, Entertainments, Milking 
machine and lots of stock judging.   

We are based in Altrincham and the surrounding area and most 
Sunday evenings we meet at the Jolly Thresher.  Socialising is very 
important and we have monthly social secretaries who organise that 
months' events, so we’re always doing something different around the 
area.     

Young Farmers events occur all over Cheshire, and usually take place 
on the weekday evenings or at weekends.  We can organise lifts for 
members who don't drive.   

Membership is open to anyone aged 14-30.  We have a great mixture 
of farmers and non-farming members, and many of our members stay 
in touch while at University. We are a growing club, and are always 
very welcoming to new members. 

Membership costs £20/year, running from June to June.  

We are a charitable organisation and run most events at a low cost, 
and raise money for many causes.  

You can join our Facebook Group (Altrincham Young Farmers’ Club) to 
find out more. 

Tom Jones (Chairman) 07854 319 943 
Sarah Jones (Chairlady) 07585 701 659 
Ruth Allison (Secretary) 07816 565 689 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES: 

2018 Date Event Location 

April     
3rd Village Hall Committee Meeting Village Hall 7.30pm 
4th Friendship Club Village Hall 2.30pm 
10th  Annual Assembly of the Parish 

Council  
Village Hall 8pm 

11th Women's Institute Village Hall 7.30pm 
21st  Men’s Breakfast Club Axe & Cleaver Dunham 8am 

May     
1st  Village Hall Committee Meeting Village Hall 7.30pm 
2nd   Friendship Club Village Hall 2.30pm 
8th Parish Council AGM Village Hall 8pm 
9th  Women's Institute Village Hall 7.30pm 
19th  Rose Queen Parade Dunham Hall  1.45pm 
26th  Men’s Breakfast Club Axe & Cleaver Dunham 8am 

June     
5th  Village Hall Committee Meeting Village Hall 7.30pm 
6th  Friendship Club Village Hall 2.30pm 
12th  Parish Council Meeting Village Hall 8pm 
13th  Women's Institute Village Hall 7.30pm 
23rd   Men’s Breakfast Club Axe & Cleaver Dunham 8am 

July     
3rd  Village Hall Committee Meeting Village Hall 7.30pm 
4th  Friendship Club Village Hall 2.30pm 
10th  Parish Council Meeting Village Hall 8pm 
11th  Women's Institute Village Hall 7.30pm 
21st  Men’s Breakfast Club Axe & Cleaver Dunham 8am 

August     
8th  Women's Institute Village Hall 7.30pm 
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September     
4th Village Hall Committee Meeting Village Hall 7.30pm 
5th   Friendship Club Annual Outing TBA 
11th  Parish Council Meeting Village Hall 8pm 
12th Women's Institute Village Hall 7.30pm 
22nd  Men’s Breakfast Club Axe & Cleaver 8am 

October     
2nd  Village Hall Committee Meeting Village Hall 7.30pm 
3rd  Friendship Club Village Hall 2.30pm 
9th  Parish Council Meeting Village Hall 8pm 
10th  Women's Institute Village Hall 7.30pm 
27th  Men’s Breakfast Club Axe & Cleaver 8am 

November      
6th  Village Hall Committee Meeting Village Hall 7.30pm 
7th  Friendship Club Village Hall 2.30pm 
13th  Parish Council Meeting Village Hall 8pm 
14th  WI – AGM Village Hall 7.30pm 
24th  Men’s Breakfast Club Axe & Cleaver 8am 

December      
4th  Village Hall Committee Meeting Village Hall 7.30pm 
11th  Parish Council Meeting Village Hall 7pm 
12th  Women's Institute Village Hall 7.30pm 
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 BUS TIMETABLE – Service 5 
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REFUSE COLLECTION CALENDARS 
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BRAVO MONDAY CALENDAR

 

CHARLIE WEDNESDAY CALENDAR
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CHARLIE FRIDAY CALENDAR

 

UNIFORM MONDAY CALENDAR

 


